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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
COLLEGE BOARD MEMBERS EARN DEGREES
CHARLESTON, IL.--Two women members of an Illinois public university
board system "practiced what they preach" when they joined more than
500 other Eastern Illinois University students receiving degrees during
recent commencement ceremonies.
Mrs. Nancy Froelich of Lake Bloomington, chairwoman of the Illinois
Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities, and Mrs. Evelyn
Kaufman of Chicago, immediate past chairwoman and current member of the

.

BOG, said in a joint statement, "If we are going to be setting the best
policies for the BOG's five universities, then we must continue
increasing our own knowledge."
-more-
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DEGREES

Mrs. Froelich and Mrs. Kaufman, who had been away from the
classroom for a generation, earned credit for professional experience
and added campus coursework to earn degrees through the Board of
Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program.
The two represent thousands of adults who have participated in the
Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree program.

Systemwide, the

program has an enrollment of nearly 11,500 adult learners.
"I was a little frightened.

You think maybe you're not as smart as

you thought you were," said Kaufman, who had no college experience when
she entered the Board of Governors program.

"But I did it.

I saw a

dream fulfilled."
Mrs. Froelich, who left Illinois Wesleyan University in 1950 to
marry, said, "One of the things that bothered me is that I didn't
finish.

I have always felt a sense of inadequacy because I didn't

graduate."
Although both waited until later in life to complete their degrees,
they have years of experience in higher education and public service.
A Bloomington native, Mrs. Froelich has been a member of the BOG
for 12 years and has served as chairwoman since 1986.
She is also chairwoman of the McLean County Board, a member of the
Illinois Board of Higher Education, vice chairwoman of the Mennonite
College of Nursing in Bloomington and member of the Executive Board of
the Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development of Bloomington-NormalMcLean County.
Mrs. Froelich, who completed a portfolio of her business and public
experience for college credit, said, "As you get older, you are
concerned about whether you can retain all this information, then put
it down in black and white and be judged," she said.
-more-
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DEGREES

"The best part was to find out I could really compete in today's
academic world."
Mrs. Kaufman, who has served on the Board for 14 years, two of
those as chairwoman, in 1984 became the first woman to be elected to
chair an Illinois public university system governing board.

She has

also been active .:.n civic organizations, including the League of Women
Voters.
"Having been a child of the Depression, I never had the opportunity
to attend college. It's been a life-long desire of mine to go back to
school," she said.
Mrs. Kaufman earned some college credit for her board work, but
also took classes at Eastern and Northeastern Illinois University in
Chicago.
"I advise anyone at any age to go back to school.

Mental

stimulation is what keeps older people alive," she said.
-30-

